CHARACTERISTICS  OF   CALVINISM

form of worship, the organization of the clergy, and the discipline
of believers.

Worship no longer centred upon the miracle of the Mass per-
formed upon the altar; it no longer admitted of ceremonies, orna-
ments, processions, images, or altars. The essential thing became
the teaching of the 'word of God5 by means of sermons and the
reading of the Scriptures, supplemented by two edifying prac-
tices, both carried on in French: prayers and the singing of
Psalms, translated from the Hebrew into the vulgar tongue.
Only two sacraments were retained: baptism, which was
administered to infants, in accordance with tradition, and the
Communion, administered to the laity in both kinds and some-
what infrequently. Genuflection and making the sign of the cross
were abolished.

The only clergy left were pastors, charged with the direction of
worship and instruction, and deacons, who were in charge of the
assistance given to the poor and sick. The ecclesiastical hierarchy
was entirely abolished; the pastors, who were all on an equality,
formed a council at Geneva, known as the 'Venerable Company',
which exercised authority in matters of doctrine and discipline.
It examined candidates, kept watch over the doctrine and conduct
of pastors, and had power to admonish them and deprive them
of their functions.

Believers were still subject to the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the
consistory, a third of whose members were pastors and two thirds
laymen chosen among prominent members of the Church. Its
function was to keep watch over doctrine and morals - that is,
the beliefs and private conduct of all the laity. It could summon
them before it and pronounce sentence of censure, public penance,
and even exclusion, the equivalent of excommunication under the
previous regime, upon all those guilty of offences. It also denounced
them to the secular authorities, which could inflict material
penalties upon them.
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It was Calvin's desire that the visible Church of the faithful
should be made in the image of the ideal Church invisible of the
saints; it ought therefore to contain none but the elect. Yet his
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